
 

Austurvegi 64 • 800 Selfossi • Sími 530 4800 • Fax 530 4801 • Afgreiðslutími 9-16 • www.mast.is • mast@mast.is 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Importation of deep-frozen dog semen to Iceland 

 
 
 

 

Import permit 

Importers must apply for an import permit to The Icelandic Food and Veterinary Authority (MAST). Application 

form is on the MAST website, www.mast.is. Once MAST has received an application, the applicant will be sent 

a notification and a reqest to pay a permit fee of ISK 9.350. Upon receiving payment confirmation, an import 

permit will be issued and sent to the applicant along with all necessary information. 

Health requirements 

All health requirements (take note of time limits) for import must be fulfilled, details on page 2. 

Non-allowed importation 

It is not permitted to import semen of the following dog breeds or mixtures thereof: Pit bull terrier / staffordshire 

bull terrier, Fila brasileiro, Toso inu, Dogo argentino nor wolf mixes. Furthermore MAST can ban the importation 

of other breeds if they are considered at risk of being dangerous. 

Temperament evaluation 

According to Icelandic animal importation legislation, the importation of potentially dangerous pets shall be 

avoided. Therefore, a temperament evaluation is required for donor dogs of certain breeds. Those are dogs 

that because of their size and strength can cause considerable damage if they are aggressive. A request for 

a temperament evaluation is sent to applicants when appropriate. 

Transportation of dog semen to Iceland  

The dog semen shall be stored in a specialized sealed container marked with the name, address and phone 

number of the importer and the donor dog's microchip number. The container along with all required documents 

shall be shipped preferably by express package service and sent to The Icelandic Food and Veterinary 

Authority, Office of Import and Export, Dalshraun 1b, 220 Hafnarfjordur, Iceland. 

Package description: dog semen, customs code 0511.9909 

As soon as document and identity check has been completed the shipment will be delivered to the importer. 

Insemination with imported dog semen – notification to authorities 

Authorised veterinarians in Iceland are permitted to inseminate bitches with imported dog semen. Bitches that 

have been inseminated with imported dog semen shall not be mated on the same estrous cycle. Veterinarians 

who inseminate bitches with imported dog semen shall notify MAST. Furthermore, if the bitch aborts the fetuses 

or gets ill during the pregnancy, MAST shall be notified. Aborted fetuses and placentas shall be sent to a 

laboratory for analysis. 

Illegal importation 

Dog semen that does not fulfill the conditions of importation will be returned to the country of export or 

destroyed at the expense of the importer. 

Legal background 

The Importation of Animals Act no. 54/1990 and Regulation no. 935/2004 on the Importation of Pets 

(Companion Animals) and Dog Semen apply to importation of pets to Iceland.  
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HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 

Certificate of Health and Origin for Import of a Dog to Iceland  

Only the form issued by MAST is valid for this purpose. Parts 1-8 of the certificate must be fully completed. 

At least 5 days before the date of importation a scanned copy of the certificate (all 3 pages) and the rabies 

antibody titre test report must be e-mailed to MAST (petimport@mast.is) for pre-approval. At the time of import 

the following documents must accompany the dog semen: 1) the original certificate of health and origin for 

import of a dog to Iceland; 2) the original rabies antibody titre test report; 3) the import permit. 

Microchip 

The dog must have a microchip (ISO standard). The microchip must be applied before the dog is vaccinated 

the samples are taken and the semen collected. 

Vaccinations 
 
a) Rabies (vaccination and antibody titre test) 

- The dog must have been vaccinated against rabies with a killed vaccine no more than 365 days 

before semen collection.  

- The dog must be at least 12 weeks old at the time of the primary vaccination. 

- As a confirmation of a successful vaccination, the dog must have a rabies antibody titre blood test at 

least 30 days after the primary rabies vaccination (or a valid revaccination). 

- The blood test must be performed at a laboratory approved by the EU and have a result of antibody 

levels at a minimum of 0.5 IU/ml. EU approved laboratories: (hyperlink on MAST website) 

- At least 120 days must pass from the date of the primary rabies vaccination before semen collection 

(following a successful antibody titre test). In case of a valid revaccination (and a successful antibody 

titre test), semen for importation may be collected 30 days after the last rabies revaccination. 

- Rabies free countries: If the dog has spent at least the last 6 months prior to arrival in Iceland in a rabies-free 

country, then rabies vaccination and blood testing are not a requirement for import into Iceland. MAST considers 

the following countries to be rabies free: Australia, Faroe Islands, Finland, Hawaii, Ireland, Japan, New Zealand, 

Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom. 

b) Leptospirosis spp. The dog must have been vaccinated against Leptospirosis spp. no more than 180 

days and no less than 30 days before semen collection 

c) Canine distemper. The dog must have been vaccinated against canine distemper no more than 365 

days and no less than 30 days before semen collection 

d) Contagious hepatitis. The dog must have been vaccinated against contagious hepatitis no more than 

365 days and no less than 30 days before semen collection  

e) Parvovirus. The dog must have been vaccinated against parvovirus no more than 365 days and no less 

than 30 days before semen collection. 
 

Laboratory tests (other than rabies antibody titre test) (no more than 30 days before semen collection) 

The dog must be tested serologically for Brucella canis with a negative result. The blood sample must be 

drawn no more than 30 days before semen collection. 

 
Health examination at time of semen collection 

A health examination performed at the time of semen collection shall confirm that the dog does not show any 

signs of infectious disease. 

 
Owner‘s declation 

The dog shall not be used for natural pairing/mating from the time when the blood sample was drawn for 

testing of Brucella canis until the semen was collected.  


